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The Southern Shrimp Alliance (SSA) is a non-profit alliance of members of  the U.S. shrimp  industry in eight 
states committed to preventing the continued deterioration of America's shrimp  industry and to ensuring the 
industry's future viability. SSA serves as the national voice for the shrimp fishermen and processors in 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North  Carolina, South Carolina,  and  Texas. 
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BILOXI, Miss. - The Department of Marine Resources 
(DMR) has free turtle excluded device (TED) gear available 
for commercial shrimpers using skimmer trawls. Though 
recently there have been fewer reports of endangered sea 
turtle sightings and strandings in Mississippi, the DMR 
remains active in efforts to reduce fishery-sea turtle 
interactions and is continuing its partnership with the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), through 
the BP Recovered Oil for Wildlife Fund, to provide free of 
charge TED gear and installation instructions to Mississippi 
commercial shrimpers who agree to voluntarily use TEDs in 
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their skimmer trawls.  
 

So far through the program, the DMR has given out 278 
TEDs to 139 boats. If you are interested in receiving free 

TED gear and installation instructions for your Mississippi 
commercial skimmer trawl, please contact the DMR Shrimp 

and Crab Bureau at 228-374-5000. 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has 
indicated that TED gear for Gulf of Mexico shrimpers using 
skimmer trawls may be required in the near future. This 
gear update would relieve skimmer trawl shrimpers from 
tow-time restrictions, and the 55-minute skimmer trawl tow 
time will still be in place to protect sea turtles if a vessel 
doesn't have TEDs installed. 
 
For questions about program funding and conditions, 
contact the NFWF at 262-567-0601. For questions about the 
potential federal TED gear requirement for skimmer trawls, 
please contact the NMFS Regional Office at 727-824-5312.
 
The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is 
dedicated to enhancing, protecting and conserving marine 
interests of the state by managing all marine life, public 
trust wetlands, adjacent uplands and waterfront areas to 
provide for the optimal commercial, recreational, 
educational and economic uses of these resources consistent 
with environmental concerns and social changes. 
Source: Mississippi Department of Marine Resources 
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