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The Southern Shrimp Alliance (SSA) is 
a non-profit alliance of members of  the 
U.S. shrimp  industry in eight states 
committed to preventing the continued 
deterioration of America's 
shrimp  industry and to ensuring the 
industry's future viability. SSA serves 
as the national voice for the shrimp 
fishermen and processors in Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North  Carolina, South 
Carolina,  and  Texas. 

 

Quick Links 
SSA Website 

Board of Directors 

North Carolina: 

Nancy Edens 
keywestnative57@yahoo.com 

PD Mason 
cmason5@ec.rr.com 

South Carolina:  

Clay Cable 
claycable@aol.com 

Wayne Magwood 
tressymellichamp@att.net 

Georgia:   

Elaine Knight 
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NEWS FROM THE LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT 
OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

2010-143  
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND 
FISHERIES ACTIVELY ENFORCING FISHING 

CLOSURE IN OIL SPILL AREA  
 
 
BATON ROUGE, La. -- Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) Enforcement 
Division agents are patrolling the fishing closure 
zones in the oil spill area daily by water and air to 
ensure that all seafood brought to market is safe 
to consume. 
To guard against the possibility of oil tainted 
seafood being brought to shore, LDWF and the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency (NOAA) 
has issued recreational and commercial fishing 
closures in areas of the gulf where oil is believed 
to have spread. 
 
"We are trying to keep as many areas open to 
fishing as possible, but as the oil spreads further 
towards the coast we have no choice but to issue 
a fishing closure for those areas," said LDWF 
Secretary Robert Barham.  "We want the 
consumers of Louisiana seafood to be confident 
that the seafood they consume is safe and 
delicious as always." 
 
While LDWF continues to work closely with the 



kseafood@bellsouth.net 

Mike Dubberly  
daddysboy1775@aol.com  

Mississippi: 
 
Steve Bosarge 
stevebosarge@hotmail.com 
 
Tommy Schultz 
Revahopkins@bellsouth.net 

 
Florida: 

Chris Gala 
tricocg@aol.com 

Sal Versaggi 
sal@versaggi-shrimp.com 

Alabama: 

Rosa Zirlott 
 

BrentRosa@aol.com 

Mickey Johnson 
jbuiltinc@aol.com 

Louisiana: 

Cathy Blanchard 
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James Blanchard 

cherib1961@gmail.com  

Texas: 

Wilma Anderson 
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Executive Director 

John Williams 
John@shrimpalliance.com 

Department of Health and Hospitals to execute 
closures, it is important to note that LDWF 
maintains the authority to close any and all areas 
that are deemed necessary by the secretary of the 
department.  LDWF Enforcement Agents have the 
authority to enforce closures in state waters 
regardless of where the directive comes from. 
 
The Enforcement Division has deployed forward 
command centers to Hopedale, Venice and Grand 
Isle to patrol the fishing closure areas.  From 
these locations, agents launch boats for daily 
missions specific to the closed fishing zones.  The 
Enforcement Division also flies over the oil spill 
area to monitor and report any signs of fishing 
activity in these closed areas. 
 
If an agent discovers fishing activity in the closed 
area, they will inspect the catch and return all fish 
to the water.  If fishermen are found to be in 
obvious violation of the current fishing closure 
areas, agents will issue a citation to all parties 
involved. 
 
LDWF will also be inspecting trip tickets, which are 
used by the department to track seafood sales 
and where the seafood was caught.  Every 
wholesale/retail seafood, fresh product and crab 
shredder license holder must fill out trip tickets 
along with a monthly report to LDWF. 
 
"The vast majority of people are complying and 
respectful of the fishing closure zones and 
understand why they have been put in place," 
said Colonel Winton Vidrine, head of LDWF's Law 
Enforcement Division.  "However, agents will 
continue to strictly enforce the closed areas to 
ensure that every fish caught in the these areas 
are returned to the water." 
 
To report fishing activity in the no fishing zones, 
please call 1-800-442-2511 or 225-765-2441.  
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For more information related to the oil spill, visit 
www.emergency.louisiana.gov.  Connect with us 
on www.facebook.com/GOHSEP and on Twitter 
@GOHSEP.  View photos from the state's response 
efforts at www.flickr.com/photos/lagohsep. 
 
 
EDITORS: For more information, contact Adam 
Einck at 225-765-2465 or aeinck@wlf.la.gov.  
 
 
 
 

  

 

 


