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The Southern Shrimp Alliance 
(SSA) is a non-profit alliance of 
members of  the U.S. 
shrimp  industry in eight states 
committed to preventing the 
continued deterioration of America's 
shrimp  industry and to ensuring the 
industry's future viability. SSA 
serves as the national voice for the 
shrimp fishermen and processors in 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North  Carolina, South 
Carolina,  and  Texas. 

 

Quick Links 
SSA Website 

Board of Directors 

North Carolina: 

Nancy Edens 
keywestnative57@yahoo.com 

PD Mason 
cmason5@ec.rr.com 

South Carolina:  

Clay Cable 
claycable@aol.com 

Wayne Magwood 
tressymellichamp@att.net 

Georgia:   

Elaine Knight 

FYI 

FLORIDA EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT 
DEEPWATER HORIZON INCIDENT'S ECONOMIC 

IMPACT ON TOURISM AND SEAFOOD INDUSTRY 

 -- Florida reminds residents and visitors that Florida's 
coasts are clean and seafood is safe --  

TALLAHASSEE -- State agency leaders are concerned 
that people across the United States falsely believe the 
state has been impacted by oil from the Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill.  Florida's beaches and fishing grounds 
remain open to residents and visitors to enjoy.  Currently, 
there are no impacts to Florida's more than 1,260 miles of 
coastline and 825 miles of sandy beaches.  Winds and 
currents continue to keep the oil plume away from the 
Florida coast.   

State officials want people to know that Florida's shores 
are clear and open for business. Florida's emergency 
response agencies are diligently working with BP as well 
as federal and local government officials to protect our 
state for any potential impacts the Deepwater Horizon 
incident may cause our state. 

 On May 7, 2010, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration modified and expanded the boundaries of 
the closed fishing area in federal waters to better reflect 
the current location of the BP oil spill, and extended the 
fishing restriction until May 17, 2010.  The closure affects 
commercial and recreational fishing in the oil-affected 
area of the Gulf of Mexico, largely between Louisiana 
state waters at the mouth of the Mississippi River to 
waters off Florida's Pensacola Bay.  State officials are 
concerned that the closure has given potential visitors the 
impression that all gulf waters are impacted. 



 

kseafood@bellsouth.net 

Mike Dubberly  
daddysboy1775@aol.com  

Mississippi: 
 
Steve Bosarge 
stevebosarge@hotmail.com 
 
Tommy Schultz 
Revahopkins@bellsouth.net 

 
Florida: 

Chris Gala 
tricocg@aol.com 

Sal Versaggi 
sal@versaggi-shrimp.com 

Alabama: 

Rosa Zirlott 
 

BrentRosa@aol.com 

Mickey Johnson 
jbuiltinc@aol.com 

Louisiana: 

Cathy Blanchard 
madamecheverette@myviscom.com 

James Blanchard 

cherib1961@gmail.com  

Texas: 

Wilma Anderson 
texasshrimp@clearwire.net 

CraigWallis 
Wallis.shrimp@yahoo.com 

Executive Director 

John Williams 
John@shrimpalliance.com 
 
 

 

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services officials remind Floridians that all species 
harvested from the closure line to shore, including 
grouper, snapper, golden tilefish, mullet, blue crab, 
oysters, clams, flounder, sea trout, shrimp are 
safe.  Stone crab season is in effect until May 15 and is 
also not impacted by the ban.   

 State agencies including the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, the Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services and the Department of Health 
continue to collect and test water samples and shellfish to 
establish baseline information and to ensure there are no 
problems in area waters.  Officials with these agencies 
continue to say they have no intention of halting 
commercial and recreational fishing in Florida until there 
is evidence that the action is necessary. 

State officials are assuring residents and visitors they are 
closely monitoring the situation and if there is any change 
in the status of fishing in Florida, or if there are any 
environmental impacts the information will be immediately 
released.      

To view more information about Florida's response to the 
Deepwater Horizon incident, visit 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon or follow 
http://www.Twitter.com/FLDEPalert 
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