
The Shrimp e-Advocate 
The Southern Shrimp Alliance (SSA) is a non-profit alliance of members of  the U.S. shrimp  industry in eight states 
committed to preventing the continued deterioration of America's shrimp  industry and to ensuring the industry's 
future viability. SSA serves as the national voice for the shrimp fishermen and processors in Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North  Carolina, South Carolina,  and  Texas. 
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Quick Links 
SSA Website 

Board of Directors 
 

Florida: 
 
Sal Versaggi 
sal@versaggi-shrimp.com 
 
Chris Gala 
Tricocg@aol.com 

Georgia: 
 
Elaine Knight 
kseafood@bellsouth.net 
 
Mike Dubberly 
DaddysBoy1775@aol.com 

Alabama: 
 
Mickey Johnson 
jbuiltinc@aol.com 
 
Rosa Zirlott 
BrentRosa@aol.com 

Mississippi: 
 
Steve Bosarge 
stevebosarge@hotmail.com 
 
Tommy Schultz 
revahopkins@bellsouth.net 

Louisiana: 
 
James Blanchard 
cherib1961@gmail.com 
 
Cathy Blanchard 
Cathy_blanchard@us.aflac.co

Gulf Coast Response - Update 
  

In this email: 

1.       Volunteer guidelines - how we can help? 

2.       $20 billion escrow fund - what does this mean for the Gulf? 

3.       Open House meetings across the Gulf - coming to a city near you 

4.       Ongoing resources - where can you go for help? 

  

1.       Volunteer Guidelines - State and Federal agencies have compiled the attached list 
of volunteer opportunities for those interested in helping in the Gulf.  Please distribute 
the attached fact sheet for those who are interested in taking part.  

 2.       $20B Escrow Fund - Last week, the Administration announced a $20B escrow 
fund and independent claims process for settling claims for those affected by the 
ongoing Gulf Coast oil spill.  Please refer to and distribute the attached document to 
learn more about the fund and the claims process. 

 3.       Open House - The federal agencies involved in the Gulf response effort are 
working together to share information and resources.  They have set up a series of open 
house events for residents to learn more about the response to the Gulf oil spill.  The 
open houses will feature experts and representatives from responding agencies who will 
answer questions and provide visual information on the various tools, equipment and 
tactics that are being used in the response, including booms, burns, sand berms, 
skimming and dispersants. Agencies representatives will be available to address 
concerns about environmental quality, wildlife, safety and resources available to 
residents. Information will also be available on the Vessels of Opportunity Program, 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and volunteer and employment 
efforts.  Information for each Open House for this week is below: 

  



m 

Texas: 
 
Wilma Anderson 
texasshrimp@clearwire.net 
 
Craig Wallis 
wallis.shrimp@yahoo.com 

North Carolina: 
 
Nancy Edens 
keywestnative57@yahoo.co
m 
 
PD Mason 
cmason5@ec.rr.com 
 
South Carolina: 
 
Wayne Magwood 
tressymellichamp@att.net 
 
Clay Cable 
Claycable@aol.com 

Executive Director: 
 
John Williams 
john@shrimpalliance.com 

Director of Field 
Operations: 

 

Richard Vendetti 
vendetti@shrimpalliance.com 

Executive Assistant: 
 
Rachel Williams 
rachel@shrimpalliance.com 

Office Clerk: 
 
Meghan Yopp 
Meghan@shrimpalliance.com 
 
 

 

June 21 (TODAY)

Lafourche Parish, 6:00 pm 

Larose Civic Center 

307 E. 5th Street 

Larose, LA  70373 

985-963-7355 

  

June 21 (TODAY) 

Moss Point at Pelican Landing, 6:00 pm 

Pelican Landing Conference Center, 

6217 Highway 613, 

Moss Point, MS 39563   

  

June 22 

Jefferson Parish, 6:00 pm 

Fisher High School 

2529 Jean Lafitte Boulevard 

Lafitte, LA 70067  

  

June 23 

Orleans Parish, 6:00 pm 

The Pavilion of the Two Sister at City Park 

12 Victory Avenue, 

New Orleans, LA 70124 

504-482-4888    



 

June 29 

Iberia Parish, 6:00 pm 

Caneview Elementary, 

5301 Hwy 90 E. Frontage Rd, 

New Iberia,  LA  

 

4.       Resources: Please refer to the list below for more information or updates on the 
ground in the Gulf.   

         For information about the response effort, visit 
www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com. 

         For specific information about the federal‐wide response, 
visit http://www.whitehouse.gov/deepwater‐bp‐oil‐spill. 

         To contact the Deepwater Horizon Joint Information 
Center, call (985) 902‐5231.To volunteer, or to report oiled 
shoreline, call (866) 448‐5816. Volunteer opportunities can 
also be found here. 

         To submit your vessel as a vessel of opportunity skimming 
system, or to submit alternative response technology, services, 
or products, call 281‐366‐5511 

         To report oiled wildlife, call (866) 557‐1401. Messages will 
be checked hourly. 

         For information about validated environmental air and 
water sampling results, visit www.epa.gov/bpspill. 

         For National Park Service updates about potential park 
closures, resources at risk, and NPS actions to protect vital 
park space and wildlife, visit http://www.nps.gov/aboutus/oil‐
spill‐response.htm. 

         For Fish and Wildlife Service updates about response 
along the Gulf Coast and the status of national wildlife refuges, 
visit http://www.fws.gov/home/dhoilspill/. 

         For daily updates on fishing closures, visit 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov. 



         For information on assistance loans for affected 
businesses, visit the SBA's Web site at 
www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance, call (800) 659‐2955 
(800‐877‐8339 for the hearing impaired), or email 
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. 

         To file a claim with BP, visit www.bp.com/claims or call 
BP's helpline at (800) 440‐0858. A BP fact sheet with additional 
information is available here. Those who have already pursued 
the BP claims process and are not satisfied with BP's 
resolution, can call the Coast Guard at (800) 280‐7118.  More 
information about what types of damages are eligible for 
compensation under the Oil Pollution Act as well as guidance 
on procedures to seek that compensation can be found here.   

  

Thank you, 

  
Amy Salzman, White House Council on Environmental Quality, 
asalzman@ceq.eop.gov 
Greg Nelson, White House Office of Public Engagement, gnelson@who.eop.gov 
  
  
  
  
<><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Greg Nelson 
White House Office of Public Engagement 
gnelson@who.eop.gov|  
  

 

  
 



 
 



 
 

   

 


