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January 18, 2008

Richard Vendetti

Southern Shrimp Alliance
PO Box 1781

Brunswick, Georgia 31520

Dear Mr. Vendetti:

Thank you for your interest in the safety of Arkansan’s food supply. As was revealed during the
testing of imported catfish samples procured from Arkansas distributors in 2007, the Arkansas
Public Health Laboratory (“Laboratory”) lacked the equipment to test aquaculture food products
utilizing the methodologies that are outlined by the federal Food and Drug Administration
(“FDA”). That necessitated a request to the federal Food and Drug Administration to utilize
their laboratories to test those samples. Like most states, Arkansas did not historically take
samples or provide testing of imported aquaculture products and relied solely upon the FDA to
protect its citizens. If Arkansas wanted to test samples in a scientifically accepted method, it
became apparent that the Laboratory would have to become properly equipped and its personnel
trained in the proper procedures.

Through the efforts of interested legislators and Arkansas’s catfish producers, the Laboratory
will be equipped and its personnel trained to test aquaculture products by February 1, 2008. The
laboratory will be testing samples for fluoroquinolone antibiotics, malachite green, crystal violet
and melamine. This will alleviate the necessity for requesting that samples be done by the FDA
(the FDA has indicated an unwillingness to provide testing in the future) or a private laboratory.
Arkansas will obviously be in a much better position to ensure the safety of both domestic and
imported aquaculture products consumed by its citizens.

The Laboratory has committed to testing up to five aquaculture samples per quarter in order to
maintain proficiency. If conditions warrant additional testing, the Laboratory will be in a
position to test samples in a timely and efficient manner. In the event that the Department of
Health is satisfied that there is good reason to believe that any adulterated food product is
dangerous to the health or welfare of the citizens of Arkansas, new rules that were adopted by the
State Board of Health will allow the Director of the Department to take appropriate action to
ensure the safety of the citizenry.
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